









Ashley Parish Council 
Playground Risk Management Policy

This policy has been prepared to record the maintenance and inspection regime of Ashley Parish Council's (hereafter referred to as “the Council”) playground and the assets within these facilities. The policy will outline the responsibilities of the Council and how the Council will meet these responsibilities through a system of inspection, assessing risk and responses to faults and risks so that users of the playground and its equipment are not exposed to unacceptable risks and hazards.

Playground Inspections
The Council is responsible for managing and maintaining play equipment at the playground within the parish. Inspection and maintenance activities are carried out to ensure the playground is safe for those using it. This will consist of the following
• Visual Inspections – These inspections will take place no less than six weeks apart and include the identification of obvious hazards and defects, the operation and stability of equipment and the overall condition of both the site and the equipment. Records will be maintained and any identified issues will be fed back to the Clerk for appropriate action. 
• Reactive Inspections - The Clerk will respond to complaints, requests and reports received about play equipment from members of the public.
• Independent Full Inspections – The annual inspection is carried out by an independent accredited playground inspector. This appointment is reviewed annually. Any actions identified will be fed back to the Clerk for the necessary action to be taken.

Accidents, Enquiries and Claims
All accidents should be reported to the Clerk. Records will be maintained to ensure that the Council is able to identify a clear chain of information for the effective management of the site.

In the event of a serious accident any claims for negligence will need to show that the
Council failed to take some action which made the accident more likely to happen. The
Council’s defence will be based on evidence such as records of inspections and
maintenance, compliance with the Standards and relevant risk assessments.




